You may select individual courses to meet your needs, or you may work toward an associate of applied science degree or a one-year certificate of completion, or Career Pathway certificates in Infant/toddler or preschool specializations. Students in the program must earn grades of "C" or better in all Early Childhood Education (ECE) and Human Development and Family (HDF) courses. In order to enroll in certain courses, students will be required to pass a criminal records check. A valid first aid card is required for graduation in both the one-year and two-year programs.
You may be interested in our Cooperative Work Experience program, which allows you to earn college credit for work relating to your program. With the approval of the program chair, you may enroll in ECE280B-L Cooperative Work Experience and earn college credit hours. For more information, look under Cooperative Work Experience in the catalog index.
Program outcomes
Students completing the ECE certificate will:
• Apply principles and skills in observing children-birth to age eight-to select guidance techniques to promote autonomy • Plan and implement nutrition plans • Practice appropriate communications skills-both written and verbal-with supervisors, colleagues, and parents • Plan and implement activities to work with children of diverse ages, backgrounds, and abilities based on developmentally-appropriate theories and observations 
Getting Started
The first step to entering the following programs is to take part in an assessment process, which includes taking the college's free placement test and meeting with Advising and Counseling Services staff. You may need to complete program entry requirements. Then your advisor will help you develop an individualized program of study, which may include one or more of the following: 
Early Childhood Education AAS

Infant/Toddler Certificate of Completion
This certificate provides students with basic skills in the early care and education of infants and toddlers. It is designed for students just entering the early care and education field, those who wish to focus their education and work experience with infants and toddlers, and for those already employed in child care, but who need an immediate certificate to continue working in an Oregon licensed facility. A student may continue to seek the associate degree seamlessly, since the certificate classes are wholly contained within the degree program.
In addition to tuition, estimated costs for students who complete the program listed below are books, $347 class fees, 
Early Childhood Education AAS
Preschool Certificate of Completion
This certificate provides students with basic skills in the early care and education of preschool children age two-and-ahalf to six years. It is designed for students just entering the early care and education field, those who wish to focus their education and work experience with preschoolers, and for those already employed in child care, but who need an immediate certificate to continue working in an Oregon licensed facility. A student may continue to seek the associate degree seamlessly, since the certificate classes are wholly contained within the degree program.
In addition to tuition, estimated costs for students who complete the program listed below are books, $347 class fees, $35; universal fee, $196; immunization fees, $10; $35; food handler card, $10; criminal records check, .5018 to find out if you qualify for help with these costs.
You may earn a certificate of completion by successfully completing the required 14 credit hours with a grade of "C" or better in all courses. Proof of first aid/CPR and food handler cards will be required upon completion of the program. 
